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• Chair - Department of Clinical Epidemiology, 
UPCM

• Member of the Health Technology Assessment 
Council (HTAC) of the DOH

• Sub-investigator of an ongoing clinical trial on the 
prevention of Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
among infants.
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• At the end of the lecture, the participant should be able

• To discuss the rationale for a single joint review

• To discuss the administrative order that created the SJREB

• To discuss the scope of authority of the SJREB.

• To discuss the process for an SJREB review.

• To discuss the increase in protocols processed by the SJREB 
since its creation

Objectives
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• At the end of the lecture, the participant should be able

• To discuss the history and role of the PHREN in participant 
protection

• To discuss the mission and vision of the PHREN

• To discuss the roles of the working committees

• To discuss the activities of the network

• To discuss the advocacies of the network

Objectives



SJREB
Single Joint Research Ethics Board
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• CIOMS - recommends the conduct of single review of multi-site 
research in one jurisdiction (country) by one ethics committee to 
avoid lengthy procedures and ensure quality of the review

• FDA (2006) - Guidance on using a Centralized IRB Review for 
Multicenter Clinical Trials

• NEGHHRR (2017) - provisions for the conduct of a joint review

• PHREB accredited ethics committees 

• Review abides by a standard operating procedures (SOPs) 
approved by PHREB

Rationale for a Single Joint Review
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• DOH AO 2019-49

• Covers all DOH units, MOH-BARMM, hospitals and attached 
agencies with research ethics committees

• Other public and private hospital RECs who choose to 
participate

• SJREB conducts joint review of study protocols to be 
implemented in at least three (3) sites in the Philippines

SJREB
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SJREB Process Flow
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Hospitals that have participated in SJREB
1. Amang Rodriguez Memorial Medical Center
2. Baguio General Hospital and Medical Center
3. Batangas Medical Center
4. Corazon Locsin Montelibano Memorial Regional

Hospital
5. Southern Philippines Medical Center
6. East Avenue Medical Center
7. Governor Celestino Gallares Memorial Hospital
8. Jose R. Reyes Memorial Medical Center
9. Lung Center of the Philippines
10.National Kidney and Transplant institute
11.Philippine Children’s Medical Center
12.Philippine Heart Center
13.Quirino Memorial Medical Center
14.Research Institute for Tropical Medicine

15. Valenzuela Medical Center
16. Veterans Regional Hospital
17. San Lazaro Hospital
18. Dr. Jose Fabella Memorial Medical Center
19. Tondo Medical Center
20. Southern Isabela General Hospital
21. Ilocos Training and Regional Medical Center
22. Ospital ng Palawan
23. Rizal Medical Center
24. Bicol Regional Training and Teaching Hospital
25. Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical Center
26. National Children’s Hospital
27. Western Visayas Medical Center
28. Bataan General Hospital & Medical Center
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Hospitals that have participated in SJREB
1. Cardinal Santos Medical Center
2. Manila Central University – Filemon D. Tanchoco 

Medical Foundation, Inc
3. Makati Medical Center
4. Veterans Memorial Medical Center
5. Manila Doctors Hospital
6. Mary Chiles General Hospital
7. Philippine General Hospital – University of the 

Philippines Manila
8. University of the East Ramon Magsaysay 

Memorial Medical Center, Inc.
9. Far Eastern University - Nicanor Reyes Medical 

Foundation
10.De La Salle Health Sciences Institute

11. Mary Mediatrix Memorial Hospital
12. The Medical City
13. Manila Medical Center
14. St. Luke’s Medical Center (Per Protocol)
15. University of Santo Tomas
16. Perpetual Succour Hospital 
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Number of protocols (2018-2023)
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PHREN
Philippine Health Research Ethics Network



Historical Timeline
Nov 2013

FERCAP

Bali, Indonesia

Philippine 

recognized 

ethics 

committees (9) 

committed to 

unite

First 

organizational 

meeting

Dec 2013

Mar 2014

Formally 

launched 

during the 32nd 

Anniversary of 

the PCHRD

Mar 2015

Memorandum 

of agreement 

signed by 9 

Institutional 

Ethics 

Committees

Sep 2015

Incorporated 

with the 

Securities and 

Exchange 

Commission

Oct 2015

First National 

Assembly

and addition of 

4 more 

institutional 

members

Strategic 

Planning 

Workshop

Apr 2016
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Bali 
Declaration
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• Vision:   “The leading collaboration of ethics advocates for quality 
health research in Asia”

• Mission:

• Cognizant of its mandate to protect human research participants:

• We promote and sustain policies and initiatives in health research 
ethics

• We empower ethics groups and individuals through networking,  
education and research

• We address the challenges confronting ERCs in the Philippines

Vision - Mission
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• Structure and Membership

• Finance

• Research and Publication

• Standards and Guidelines

• Advocacy

• Capacity building and Training

Standing Committees
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• Annual Assembly - (8th) October 2022

• Conduct / Participation in collaborative research on best 
practices

• Training Programs

• Ethics Training

• Responsible conduct of Research

• Good Clinical Practice

• Secretariat training for Research Ethics Committees

Activities



PHREN



PHREN
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• Streamlining Ethics Review in the Philippines. PI: Prof Cristina Torres 
(PCHRD funded; commissioned by DOH).  PHREN participated in FGDs

• Study on Post-trial access.  PI: Rosemarie de la Cruz Bernabe, PhD, 
University of Oslo. PHREN participated in FGDs

• Study on Important contents of the ICF.  PI: Dr. Nut Koonrungsesomboon 
(for FERCAP). PHREN participated in data collection, reviewing the 
analysis and manuscript (Prof. Jimenez and Dr. Mantaring)

• Development of guidelines for public health practice and research.  PI: 
Dr. Jacinto Blas V. Mantaring. (PCHRD funded, commissioned by DOH).  
PHREN participated in an FGD.

PHREN Participation in Research
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• Participation in accreditation / recognition activities

• Participation in government efforts and policy

• Participation in Single Joint Research Ethics Committees

• Issuance of statements

Advocacies



PHREN



PHREN

PHREN Statement on 

Unethical Conduct of 

Genomic Research 
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• 29 Institutional members

• 75 Individual members

• 8 Annual Assemblies - 300 - 400 participants per assembly

• 4 Trainings conducted per year

• Participation in 3 international collaborative studies

• Participation in 4 local collaborative studies

• Lead partner in the organization

PHREN Present Status
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• Assemblies were held online

• Training activities were held online

• Continued to participate in accreditation / recognition activities

• Continue to participate in collaborative research

PHREN During COVID
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• At the end of the lecture, the participant should be able

• To discuss the rationale for a single joint review

• To discuss the administrative order that created the SJREB

• To discuss the scope of authority of the SJREB.

• To discuss the process for an SJREB review.

• To discuss the increase in protocols processed by the SJREB 
since its creation

Summary
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• At the end of the lecture, the participant should be able

• To discuss the history and role of the PHREN in participant 
protection

• To discuss the mission and vision of the PHREN

• To discuss the roles of the working committees

• To discuss the activities of the network

• To discuss the advocacies of the network

Summary



Thank you for 
your 
attention!!!
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